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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Seaford  Health  and  Housing  Committee* 

Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  public  health  and 
on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  Seaford  for  197'1« 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  area  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  England 
and  V/ales  and  do  not  call  for  any  special  comment. 

There  were  89  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  of  which  77 
were  cases  of  measles.  Eight  of  the  10  cases  of  infective  hepatitis  occurred  in  an 
outbreak  in  a  locail  residential  school.  This  is  a  common  disease  which  often  occurs 
in  closed  communities  such  as  residential  schools  and  tends  to  affect  the  younger  age 
groups.  The  case  of  malaria  was  contracted  abroad  and  the  notification  of  para¬ 
typhoid  was  from  a  man  who  had  recently  returned  from  Morocco.  Two  new  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Consultants  were  engaged  during  the  year  to  survey  and  report  on  the  improve¬ 
ments  required  to  parts  of  the  sewerage  system  which  is  now  inadequate  in  some  areas 
of  the  town  for  the  growing  population. 

The  discharge  of  crude  sewage  through  a  short  sea  outfall  continues  to  be 
unsatisfactory  though  complaints  of  pollution  in  the  sea  and  on  the  beach  are 
relatively  few.  Some  minimal  treatment  such  as  comminution  would  help  considerably 
to  reduce  any  nuisance  but  an  extended  outfall  (Brighton  has  recently  found  this  to 
be  necessary)  may  ultimately  be  required  if  the  population  continues  to  grow  at  the 
present  rate. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  help  and  support  I  have  received  from  them  during  the  year.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr,  Murdoch,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing 
Manager,  and  to  Mr.  Bower,  the  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  their  valuable 
assistance  and  to  the  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and 
co-operation. 


I  am  Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  L.  COTTON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


(a)  GENER4L  STATISTICS 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid  year  197'1) 
Population  (I90I  Census) 

Population  (1931  Census) 

Population  (195 'I  Census) 

Population  (I96I  Census) 

Net  increase  in  population  during  the  year 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1931 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  195'1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  196I 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1971 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1972) 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate 

(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1 •  Births  &  Birth  Rates 


Live  births 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude) 

Corrected  birth  rate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Still  births 

Still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 


Live  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

83 

83 

166 

Illegitimate 

4 

5 

9 

TOTALS; 

87 

88 

175 

Still  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

TOTALS: 

1 

1 

2 

2.  Deaths  &  Death  Rates 
Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude) 
*  Corrected  death  rate 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 


4,274 

17,340 

3,355 

6,925 
9,001 
10,994 
1 ,470 

1 ,480 
2,606 
3,800 
6,730 
£863  y  965 
£8,500 


SEAFORD  ENGLAND 
U.D.  &  WALES 

175 

10.1  16.0 

19.1 

5.0  8.0 

2 

11.0  12.0 


268 

15.5  11.6 

7.3 

2 


1 


2.  Deaths  &  Death  Rates  (Continued) 


SEAFORD 

ENGLAND 

U.D. 

&  WALES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

11 . 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live _ 

12 

17 

births , 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000 

0 

24 

live  births) 

6 

12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  live  births  6  10 


1.  •  •  . 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 


week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births) 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

17 

22 

Number  of  deaths 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ,  . 

0 

'  *  In  order  to  compare  death  rates  and  birth  rates  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 

the  Registrar  General  supplies  comparability  factors  for  every  district,  so  as  to  adjust 
for  irregularities  regarding  age  and  sex  in  the  local  population.  Applying  a  compara¬ 
bility  factor  of  1.89  to  the  crude  birth  rate  of  10,1  the  adjusted  rate  becomes  19«'I 
which  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and  l/ales  at  I6.O.  Similarly  a  comparability 
■factor  of  0,47  applied  to  the  death  rate  makes  the  adjusted  rate  7*3»  This  is  below  the 
rate  for  England  and  V/ales  at  11.6, 


POPULATION 


The  population  of.Seaford  for  the; last  ten  years  is  as  follows: - 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  Rate 

Adjusted  Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Adjusted  Death 
Rate 

1962 

12,230 

125 

182 

10.1 

11.2 

14.9 

12.5 

1963 

12,730 

126 

217 

•  9.9 

16.4 

17.0 

11.6 

1964 

14,030 

163 

190 

11.6 

22.5 

13.5 

7.4 

1965 

14,460 

160 

24l  . 

-  11.1 

22.5 

16.7 

8.3 

1966 

14,700 

166 

215 

11.3 

22.9 

14.6 

6.9 

1967 

15,000 

179 

244 

11.9 . 

21.6 

16.3 

7.8 

1968 

14,700 

156 

273 

10.6 

19.3 

18.6 

8.2 

1969 

15,600 

169 

293 

10.8 

20.4 

18.8 

8.5 

1970 

15,870 

157 

261 

9.9  ■' 

18.7 

16.4 

7.7 

1971 

17,340 

175 

268 

10.1 

19.1 

15.5 

7.3 

The  population  shows  an  increase  of  1,470  over  the  figure  of  15,870  fpr  1970. 
During  the  year  a  further  I67  houses  v/ere  completed  by  private  enterprise. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  case  of  maternal  mortality  was  recorded  in  Seaford  during  1971»  Only  three 
maternal-  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  past  twenty-two  years,  during 
which  period  2,918  births  have  talcen  place. 


-  2  - 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Two  infant  deaths  occurred  during  1971 • 

BIRTH  RATE 


The  crude  birth  rate  for  1971  was  10,1  per  1,000  population. 

DEATH  RATE 

The  crude  death  rate  for  1971  was  15»5  per  1,000  population  and  does  not  call  for 
any  comment.  The  average  age  at  death  of  Seaford  residents  was  75*0  years. 

Highest  age  at  death  was  101  years 
Lowest  age  at  death  was  12  hours 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

%  of  deaths 

(1)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  108  40.3 

(2)  Cancer  (all  sites)  53  19*8 

(Cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus  accounted  for)  15  5»6 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AI'IENDMENT)  ACT  195^ 


Early  in  1971  an  elderly  woman  who  was  infirm,  was  living  in  insanitary  conditions, 
and  was  neither  able  to  devote  to  herself  nor  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care 
and  attention,  was  removed  to  hospital  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  legislation. 
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Total  Under  4  V/eeks  o 

Cause  of  Death  Sex  All  .  4  &  Under  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  4^-  53-  65- 

Ages  Weeks  '1  Year 


Other  Infective  and  M 

Parasitic  Diseases  F 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Buccal  Cavity  Etc. 

Malignant  Neoplasm 
Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm 
Stomach 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


1 

1 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Intestine 


M 

F 


1 

4 


1 

1 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Larynx 


M 

F 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Lung  Bronchus 


M 

F 


11 

4 


-  7  3 
2  1  1 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm 
Prostate 


M 

F 

M 


5 

2 


2  2 
1  1 


Leukaemia 


M 

F 


1 

2 


1 

1 


Other  Malignant 
Neoplasms 


M 

F 


9 

9 


2 

2 


4 

1 


3 

5 


Diabetes 

Mellitus 


M 

F 


Anaemias 


Multiple 

Sclerosis 


M 

F 

M 

F 


1 

1 


1 

1 


Other  Diseases  of 
Nervous  System 


M 

F 


Chronic  Rheumatic 
Heart  Disease 


M 

F 


Hypertensive 

Disease 


M  2 

F  1 


1 


1 

1 


Ischaemic  Heart 
Disease 


M  42 

F  31 


3  5  24  10 

-  1  7  23 


-  4  - 


Total 

Under 

4  v/eeks 

75  & 
Over 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

4 

8c  Under 

1-  5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Ages 

V/eeks 

1  Year 

Other  Forms  of 

M 

9 

. 

1 

2 

6 

Heart  Disease 

s 

F 

13 

- 

- 

13 

Cerebrovascular 

M 

19 

•• 

— 

1 

6 

12 

Disease 

F 

30 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

26 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

4 

—  M 

— 

3 

1 

Circulatory  System 

F 

4 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

3 

— 

— 

* 

— 

1 

— 

2 

F 

13 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

11 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

6 

•• 

— 

«•  — 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Emphysema 

F 

1 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asthma 

M 

F 

1 

- 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

Respiratory  System 

F 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Peptic 

M 

1 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Ulcer 

F 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

■■ 

• 

•• 

Cirrhosis  of 

M 

2 

•• 

* 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Liver 

F 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

— 

> 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Digestive  System 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  Genito- 

M 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

•> 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Urinary  System 

F 

3 

- 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Diseases  of  Musculo- 

M 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Skeletal  System 

F 

- 

- 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Causes  of 

M 

— 

— 

~  — 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality 

F 

1 

1 

— 

•* 

Symptoms  and  Ill- 

M 

— 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Defined  Conditions 

F 

11 

— 

• 

1  - 

•• 

•• 

r 

•• 

10 

All  Other 

M 

— 

— 

- 

Accidents 

F 

3 

- 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

• 

— 

3 

Suicide  and  Self- 

M 

— 

— 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inflicted  Injuries 

F 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

* 

• 

1 

• 

* 

•• 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

125 

-  1 

— 

6 

10 

55 

53 

F 

143 

1 

1 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

2 

9 

20 

108 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HE/CuTH  SERVICES  IN  THE ’AREA 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  FACILITIES  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Seaford  also 
acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Lewes,  the  Urban  District  of 
Newhaven  and  the  Rural  District  of  Chailey* 

Two  Public  Health  Inspectors  carried  out  their  particular  duties  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Seaford  during  the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Sussex  Hospital, 
Brighton. 

aihbulance  facilities 

This  service  is  supplied  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  who  have  a  centre  at 
Newhaven  which  covers  the  Seaford  area. 

HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 


Although  there  are  no  hospital  facilities  in  Seaford,  Seaford  residents  have  avail¬ 
able  the  hospital  and  specialist  services  provided  by  the  Eastbourne  Hospital  Management 
Committee  in  Eastbourne.  Similar  facilities  are  provided  in  Brighton  by  the  Brighton 
and  Lewes  Management  Committee.  Both  these  Management  Committees  are  in  the  area  of  the 
South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Foredown 
Hospital,  Portslade.  Any  case  of  Smallpox  occurring  in  the  district  should  be  sent  to 
the  River  Hospitals,  Longreach,  Dartford,  Kent. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  nursing  and 
domiciliary  midwifery  services  in  the  district. 

PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  MENTALLY  DISORDERED 


The  East  Sussex  County  Council  administers  the  Mental  Health  Services  in  respect  of 
patients  outside  Institutions.  All  institutional  care  is  the  responsibility  of  the  / 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  ;  : 


Services  provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  Clinic  in  Sutton  Road  include: 


Toddlers 
Child  Health 
Ante -natal 

Dental 

Distribution  of  V/elfare  Foods 
Mothercraft  and  Ante-natal 
relaxation  classes 
Chiropody  for  elderly  and 
handicapped 
Speech  Therapy 
Cytology 


2nd  Tuesday  morning 
2nd  Tuesday  and  4th  Friday  afternoon 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons  and  1st  and 
3rd  Tuesday  afternoons 
Monday  to  Friday  by  appointment 
Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon 
Tuesday  evenings  7  -  9  p.m. 

1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesday  all  day 

Mondays  (by  appointment) 

Friday  mornings  and  evenings  (as  necessary) 
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SECTION  III 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Mr.  J .  Murdoch  has  furnished  the  following  report  on  the  sanitary  supervision  of 
the  district. 

1.  STAFF 


The  staff  consists  of  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  also  act  as  Housing  Manager 
and  Deputy  Housing  Manager.  There  is  also  one  clerical  assistant  and  one  part-time 
rodent  operative  who  is  employed  for  five  morning  periods  each  week. 

2.  HOUSING 

The  completion  of  the  1971  building  programme  of  four  4  bedroom  houses  said  twelve 
2  bedroom  houses  helped  to  take  off  some  of  the  pressure  on  the  housing  waiting  list 
that  had  built  up  since  the  completion  of  the  previous  programme.  This,  however,  is 
undoubtedly  only  a  temporary  relief  and  the  next  programme  of  J>6  units  will  be  required 
to  meet  the  demand  that  will  certainly  exist  by  the  time  these  units  are  completed.  The 
programme  includes  twelve  3  bedroom  houses ,  twelve  2  bedroom  houses  and  twelve  1  bedroom 
flats. 

The  ideal  housing  site  for  accommodating  the  elderly  should  be  as  central  as 
possible  and  with  this  in  view  efforts  are  being  made  to  redevelop  the  site  of  the 
former  Council  offices  in  the  town  centre  for  this  purpose.  It  is  hoped  that  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  block  of  fourteen  1  bedroom  flats  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  the  policy  of  selling  Council  houses  was  again  adopted  after  being 
in  abeyance  for  many  years.  This  combined  with  the  new  rent  structure  will  probably 
mean  that  more  Council  tenants  will  become  owner/occupiers ,  but  the  present  high 
purchase  price  of  houses  in  the  private  sector  may  force  many  young  couples  to  look  to 
Council  accommodation  as  their  only  method  of  obtaining  a  decent  home. 

167  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year  compared  with  I33  in 

1970. 


Statistics 

The  following  figures  give  an  indication  of  the  activities  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  allocations,  transfers  and  the  maintenance  of  the  housing  waiting  lists: 

Allocations: - 

There  were  twenty-three  allocations  during  197'I» 

The  number  of  applicants  rehoused  being: - 
15  from  the  family  list. 

8  from  the  single  bedroom  flat  list. 

8  tenants  were  transferred  to  alternative  accommodation. 

Nevj  Applications  Received:  - 

Main  List  40 

One  bedroom  flat  list  28 

The  position  with  respect  to  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  lists 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: - 
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1st  January,  1971  3^st  December,  1971 

Main  List  12?  139 

One  Bedroom  Flat  List  9k  91  ‘  • 


221  230 


3.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19^9  -  RODENT  CONTROL 

A  free  service  is  provided  for  aJ.l  domestic  premises,  business  premises  being 
required  to  pay  on  an  hourly  basis  plus  the  cost  of  material  used.  The  work  is  carried 
out  in  the  main  by  the  part-time  rodent  operator  who  is  employed  for  four  hours  each  day 
for  five  days  a  week.  He  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Inspectors  who  provide 
advice  and  assistance  as  and  when  required. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  1971  was  I87  compared  with  I88  in  1970, 
This  figure  is  in  line  v;ith  the  general  average  over  the  past  few  years. 

Mice  are  still  proving  to  be  a  more  difficult  problem  to  deal  with  than  rats  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  not  least  of  which  is  the  continuing  difficulty  of  resistance  to  the 
standard  Warfarin  poison.  It  is  very  probable  that  rats  too  will  develop  immunity  to 
this  type  of  poison  in  the  not  so  distant  future  when  recourse  may  be  necessary  to  the 
use  of  more  dangerous  poisons.  These  poisons  can  effectively  combat  the  resistance 
aspect  but  their  use  is  much  more  complicated  in  practice  and  they  can  be  a  threat  to 
people  and  other  types  of  animals  if  used  carelessly. 

The  number  of  properties  inspected  was  I87  with  an  additional  182  properties 
surveyed  as  a  check  procedure.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  for  inspectiop  and 
treatment  was  2,658. 

4.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PRfl^lISES 

(a)  Ice-Cream 

Fifty-six  premises  within  the  district  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

Six  samples  were  taken  and  the  result  of  the  Methylene  Blue  tests  were  graded  as 
follows:- 

Grade  I  4 

Grade  III  1 

Grade  IV  1 

In  one  case  where  the  results  were  unsatisfactory  investigations  were  carried  out 
and  action  taken  to  correct  the  fault.  Subsequent  samples  were  all  fully  satisfactory. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  is  strictly  controlled  under  the  appropriate 
legislation  and  it  is  now  undoubtedly  one  of  the  safest  foods  on  the  market. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(b)  Food  Prem.ises 

The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises  as  follows: - 
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17  Sweets/Ice-Cream 
21  Grocers/Supermarkets 
7  Bakers/Confectioners 
9  Public  Houses 
7  Wines/Spirits 
1  Ice-Cream  Store  (Bulk) 
1  Fish  8c  Chip 


5  Clubs 
7  Butchers 
13  Greengrocers 

3  Beikehouses 

19  Cafes/Coffee  Bars/Restaurants 
1  Health  Foods 

4  '*/et  Fish  Shops 
10  Hotels 


(c)  Food  Poisoning 

No  food  poisoning  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  under  review.  Although  this 
can  be  taken  as  some  indication  that  the  food  hygiene  standard  throughout  the  district 
is  reasonable  it  cannot  be  accepted  with  complacency  as  there  were  probably  minor  cases 
that  were  not  brought  to  official  notice  for  one  reason  or  another.  There  were  a  few 
incidents  where  it  was  thought  necessary  to  submit  food  specimens  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  investigation,  but  the  subsequent  reports  were  all  satisfactory. 

(d)  General 

One  major  problem  in  the  maintenance  of  hygiene  standards  is  the  reliance  that  has 
to  be  placed  upon  the  humajn  element.  Many  firms  find  great  difficulty  in  engaging  and 
retaining  staff  who  will  observe  the  necessary  high  standard  of  hygiene  at  all  times 
and  the  action  of  one  careless  employee  can  have  drastic  results  in  certain  circum¬ 
stances.  Health  education  against  this  background  also  loses  some  of  its  effect  if 
there  is  a  fairly  rapid  turnover  in  the  number  of  staff  in  a  particular  food  premises. 

The  question  of  stock  rotation  has  been  receiving  greater  publicity  than  ever  with 
particular  reference  to  the  date  stamping  of  perishable  foods.  It  would  seem  inevitable 
that  open  date  stamping  of  most  such  foods  will  be  general  practice  before  long  and  some 
of  the  larger  food  firms  have  already  introduced  such  a  system  in  connection  with  their 
own  products.  Although  there  are  commercial  disadvantages  there  is  little  doubt  that 
these  are  outweighed  by  the  advantages  and  the  number  of  cases  of  mouldy  pies  etc., 
would  almost  certainly  be  considerably  reduced. 

(e)  Food  Inspection 

All  meat  coming  into  the  district  has  been  already  inspected  by  other  authorities 
and  food  inspection  is  confined  to  tinned  foods  and  similar  products.  V/hen  the  vendor 
has  any  doubt  as  to  fitness,  he  seeks  the  aid  of  the  department  and  is  normally  quite 
willing  to  surrender  the  article  if  it  is  found  to  be  unfit. 

Food  Condemned 


Decomposition: 


2  stone  Coley  Fish 
60  lbs.  Collar  Bacon 
40  lbs.  Hock  Bacon 


3  X  12  lbs.  tins  Ham 

6  lbs.  Corned  Beef 
31  lbs.  Cooked  Shoulder 
1  stone  Golden  Cutlets 


2x7  lbs.  Golden  Haddock  Cutlets 
14  lbs.  Smoked  Haddock 


Food  Roughly  Handled 
Rendering  Unsaleable 


1  Box  Fish  Cakes 


Containing  an  Ingredient 
now  Banned 


29  bottles  Raisin  Flavoured 
Cordial 
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Milk  Control 


Routine  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  East  Sussex  County 
Council  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area.  Tuberculosis  now  poses 
little  threat  as  a  milk  borne  disease  due  to  the  stringent  policies  over  the  years  for 
its  eradication  and  attention  is  now  concentrated  on  dealing  with  Brucellosis  in  a 
similar  manner.  Although  the  heat  treatment  of  milk  provides  a  safeguard  against  this 
disease,  the  elimination  of  the  condition  in  dairy  cattle  will  provide  the  ultimate 
protection. 

5.  WATER  SUPPLY  ■ 

The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  is  provided  by  the  Mid-Sussex  V/ater  Company, 
Samples  are  taken  throughout  the  year,  although  stringent  tests  are  also  carried  out  by 
the  VJater  Company,  The  results  were  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

The  water  for  a  shallow  well  serving  a  food  preparation  premises  in  a  rural  section 
of  the  district  is  continually  checked  for  routine  fitness  and  is  subject  to  local 
chlorination.  It  is  hoped  that  this  supply  will  be  connected  to  the  mains  supply 
towards  the  end  of  1972. 

6.  SWIMMING  POOL 

This  pool  was  originally  built  some  twenty  years  ago  and  is  obsolete  in  design  and 
equipment.  In  spite  of  this,  it  has  been  possible  to  provide  a  reasonable  standard  of 
chlorination  and  filtration  throughout  the  Summer  season,  thus  providing  a  valuable 
recreational  facility  for  parties  of  children.  Regular  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  examination  and  all  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

7.  SEWERAGE 

The  district  is  well  sewered  and  there  are  very  few  properties  not  connected  to 
the  main  drainage  system. 

With  the  expansion  of  the  population  of  the  district  the  present  sewer  system  is 
inadequate  in  some  parts  of  the  area  where  surcharging  occurs  after  heavy  rainfall. 

The  Council  engaged  the  services  of  a  firm  of  consultants  during  the  year  to  survey  and 
report  on  the  required  improvements  and  this  report  has  now  been  completed  and  it  is 
hoped  will  be  implemented  without  undue  delay. 

The  population  increase  must  also  have  some  bearing  on  the  suitability  of  the 
present  disposal  system  which  is  via  a  short  sea  outfall.  Observations  are  maintained 
throughout  the  Summer  season  on  the  outfall  pattern  of  the  effluent  to  ascertain  the 
degree  of  pollution  and  any  complaints  are  investigated  as  a  matter  of  urgency. 

8.  CARAVANS 


Caravan  control  within  the  Urban  District  is  very  strict  and  the  only  licensed  site 
is  for  holiday  use  only  during  a. season  extending  from  Easter  until  October.  The 
licence  is  for  a  maximum  of  200  caravans  and  a  detailed  check  during  the  season  showed 
the  number  present  at  that  time  to  be  below  the  maximum. 

The  site  is  well  organised  and  maintained.  Despite  the  considerable  number  of 
visitors  in  the  course  of  a  season  no  complaints  have  been  received  on  any  aspect  and 
routine  inspections  were  also  reported  as  satisfactory,  -  • 
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9.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  -  HOUSING 


Number  of  nuisance  and  housing  defects  62 

Number  where  nuisance  abated  or  defects  remedied  as 
a  result  of  informal  notice  62 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  Nil 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  Nil 

Closing  Order  on  building  and  still  operative  6 

10.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 


140  premises  are  at  present  registered  and  68  visits  were  made,  some  of  these  in 
conjunction  with  visits  for  other  purposes. 

No  major  infringements  were  found  during  inspections  and  the  general  standard 
throughout  the  area  is  good.  No  complaints  were  received  from  any  employee  on  any 
particular  point,  although  the  terms  of  the  Act  are  almost  certainly  well  known. 

A  few  minor  accidents  were  reported  as  required  by  this  legislation  but  fortunately 
these  v;ere  of  little  consequence.  In  the  main,  the  reporting  procedure  is  followed 
strictly  by  the  larger  firms,  almost  certainly  as  a  result  of  routine  instructions  from 
headquarters,  and  it  may  well  be  that  accidents  in  the  smaller  premises  occur  without 
notification.  However,  there  is  little  doubt  that  any  incident  of  a  serious  nature 
would  soon  come  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 

11.  GENEML  DUTIES 


The  wide  variety  of  health  and  housing  duties  undertaken  by  the  comparatively  small 
staff  of  the  combined  department  makes  the  task  involved  more  interesting  but  has  the 
major  disadvantage  of  making  it  very  difficult  to  carry  out  planned  programmes. 

On  pest  control  alone  which  is  but  one  of  the  many  duties  carried  out  by  the 
department,  requests  are  received  to  deal  with  rats,  mice,  pigeons,  rabbits,  foxes, 
snakes,  ants,  wasps,  bees,  fleas,  as  well  as  being  asked  to  identify  and  recommend 
treatment  for  other  insects  such  as  the  woodv/orm  beetle,  carpet  beetle,  and  various 
types  of  food  beetles  etc.  V/here  no  practical  assistance  can  be  given,  all  possible 
advice  as  to  where  further  information  and  assistance  can  be  found  is  provided.  This 
can,  of  course,  be  time  consuming,  as  in  the  case  of  the  treatment  of  wasps  nests  where 

over  60  were  dealt  with  over  a  period  of  a  few  months. 

12.  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

In  the  Urban  District  there  are  two  factories  on  the  register  in  which  Sections  1 , 

2,  3 7  ^  snd  6  of  the  above  Act  are  enforced  and  40  factories  in  which  Section  7  only  is 

enforced.  During  1971  15  inspections  were  carried  out.  Details  are  as  follows: - 
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PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


NUI^IBER 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

ON 

REGISTER 

INSPECTIONS 

V/RITTEN 

NOTICES 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSECUTED 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3»^,&  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Authori- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

ties. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

40 

- 

- 

Local  Authority. 

(excluding  out-worker’s 
premises) 

TOTALS: 

42 

15 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: - 


PARTICULARS 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  V/HICH 

DEFECTS  \7ERE: 

- 

FOUND 

REMEDIED 

V/ant  of  Cleanliness 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  Act 

- 

- 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

— 

TOTALS: 

3 

3 

PART  VII  of  the  ACT 


OUTWORK 

(SECTIONS  155  and  ^3^) 


NIL 
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SECTION  IV 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

89  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  Seaford  during  197'^*  The  details 
are  as  follows: - 


DISEASE 

NUMBER  OF 
CASES 

ADMITTED  TO 
HOSPITAL 

DEATHS 

Measles 

77 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

10 

1 

- 

Malaria 

1 

- 

Paratyphoid 

1 

> 

Eight  of  the  ten  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  occurred  in  an  outbreak'  which 
occurred  in  a  local  residential  school.  The  case  of  malaria  was  contracted  abroad. 

The  man  notified  as  suffering  from  paratyphoid  fever  had  recently  returned  from  a  visit 
to  Morocco. 


SECTION  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 


In  1971 »  two  nev;  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  amongst  Seaford 
residents.  In  addition,  five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  amongst 
people  coming  to  live  in  the  area.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
year. 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at  December  3'lst,  197'!  • 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

42  3  31  9  85 

Whereas  at  December  3'lst,  1970,  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  was:- 

40  3  29  7  79 
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